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The mission of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church  

 

Is to serve God and the community 
by commitment to the GospelÕs 
command to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ through faith, 
hope, and love. It is a parish of the 
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America.   
The Orthodox Church follows the 
faith and practice of the apostles 
and disciples of Christ handed 
down by the ancient Christian 
fathers and twenty centuries of 
Church tradition. Genuine Christian 
life nurtures and stimulates our 
spiritual and moral development. 
The liturgical life of the Orthodox 
Church has been developing over 
the last 2000 years. By taking part 
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life, 
death and resurrection at the 
liturgical services, the community 
members are drawn to repentance 
and the gradual change of their 
inner selves. 
To join the community of St. 
George or to find out more 
information, please fill out the 
Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 
hope this day will be spiritually 
rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 
happy to answer any questions.  
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 
 

 

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan 

of all North America  

 

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020 Fax: (216) 781-9545 
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             

 

Sunday August 28, 2022 
 

Tone 2 / Eothinon 11; Eleventh Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

& Eleventh Sunday of Matthew  
 

Righteous Father Moses of Ethiopia 
 

Martyrs Diomedes, Damon and Laurence; 
Martyr Susanna of Georgia  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     
Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    
before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



 

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Elias Abdelnour (10 years) by George 
&Evelyna Abdelnour and Family 
 

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Elias Safadi  by George &Evelyna   
Abdelnour and Family 
 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
Marcel Dawed by Drs. Marwan and Hala Hamaty 
 

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mary & family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles Haddad by Joan & family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
 

Sunday September 04, 2022 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, 

war and violence in the whole universe. 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How 
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them, 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise him up on the last day”.  

 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  



Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday August 28, 2022 
Tone 2 / Eothinon 11; Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost & Eleventh Sunday of Matthew  

Righteous Father Moses of Ethiopia 
Martyrs Diomedes, Damon and Laurence; Martyr Susanna of Georgia  

 

 
 







       THE DISMISSAL 

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Chr ist our  true God, through the  interces-
sions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother, by the might of the Precious and 
Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the   
supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, 
glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom,        
archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, 
glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint 
George, the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors 
of God, Joachim and Anna, ; of our Righteous Father Moses of Ethiopia; Martyrs Diomedes, 
Damon and Laurence; and Martyr Susanna of Georgia, and of all the saints: have    
mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.  
 
Priest: Through the prayers of our  Holy Father s, Lord Jesus Chr ist our  God, have mer-
cy upon us and save us.  
 
Choir: Amen.  



Venerable Moses the Ethiopian of Scete 

Saint Moses lived in Egypt during the fourth century. He was 
an Ethiopian, and since he was black of skin he was called 
“Murin” (meaning “like an Ethiopian”). In his youth he was 
the slave of an important man, but after he committed a     
murder, his master banished him, and he joined a band of    
robbers. 

Because of his bad character and great physical strength, they 
chose him as their leader. Moses and his band of brigands 
were feared because of their many evil exploits, including 
murders and robberies. People trembled at the mere mention 
of his name. 

Moses the brigand spent several years leading a sinful life, but 
through the great mercy of God he repented, left his band of 
robbers and went to one of the desert monasteries. Here he 
wept for a long time, begging to be admitted as one of the 
brethren. The monks were not convinced of the sincerity of his 
repentance, but the former robber would neither be driven away nor silenced. He continued to   
implore that they accept him. 

Saint Moses was completely obedient to the hegoumen and the brethren, and he poured forth many 
tears of sorrow for his sinful life. After a certain while Saint Moses withdrew to a solitary cell, 
where he spent his time in prayer and the strictest fasting. 

Once, four of the robbers of his former band descended upon the cell of Saint Moses. He had lost 
none of his great physical strength, so he tied them all up. Throwing them over his shoulder, he 
brought them to the monastery, where he asked the Elders what to do with them. The Elders      
ordered that they be set free. The robbers, learning that they had chanced upon their former       
ringleader, and that he had dealt kindly with them, followed his example: they repented and      
became monks. Later, when the rest of the band of robbers heard about Saint Moses’ repentance, 
then they also gave up their thievery and became fervent monks. 

Saint Moses was not quickly freed from the passions. He went often to the hegoumen, Abba      
Isidore, seeking advice on how to be delivered from the passions of profligacy. Being experienced 
in the spiritual struggle, the Elder taught him never to eat too much food, to remain partly hungry 
while observing the strictest restraint. But the passions did not cease to trouble Saint Moses in his 
dreams. 

Then Abba Isidore taught him the all-night vigil. The monk stood the whole night at prayer, so he 
would not fall asleep. As a result of his prolonged struggles, Saint Moses fell into despondency, 
and when he began to have thoughts about leaving his solitary cell, Abba Isidore instead      
strengthened the resolve of his disciple. 

In a vision he showed him many demons in the west, prepared for battle, and in the east a still 
greater quantity of holy angels, also ready for fighting. Abba Isidore explained to Saint Moses that 
the power of the angels would prevail over the power of the demons, and in the long struggle with 
the passions it was necessary for him to become completely cleansed of his former sins. 



In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing       
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in 
need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way 
to see Jesus change lives. Too o en, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staff to 
take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.  

Saint Moses drove himself to additional labors. Making the rounds of the wilderness cells at 
night, he carried water from the well to each brother. He did this especially for the Elders, who 
lived far from the well and who were not easily able to carry their own water. Once, kneeling 
over the well, Saint Moses felt a powerful blow upon his back and he fell down at the well like 
one dead, laying there in that position until dawn. Thus did the devils take revenge upon the 
monk for his victory over them. In the morning the brethren carried him to his cell, and he lay 
there crippled for a whole year. After he recovered, the monk with firm resolve confessed to the 
hegoumen, that he would continue with his ascetic struggles. But the Lord Himself put limits to 
this toil which lasted for many years: Abba Isidore blessed his disciple and told him that the    
passions had already left him. The Elder commanded him to receive the Holy Mysteries, and to 
go to his own cell in peace. From that time, Saint Moses received from the Lord power over    
demons. 

Accounts about his exploits spread among the monks and even beyond the bounds of the         
wilderness. The governor of the land wanted to see the saint. When he heard of this, Saint Moses 
decided to hide from any visitors, and he departed his own cell. Along the way he met servants of 
the governor, who asked him how to get to the cell of the desert-dweller Moses. The monk       
answered them: “Go no farther to see this false and unworthy monk.” The servants returned to 
the monastery where the governor was waiting, and they told him the words of the Elder they had 
chanced to meet. The brethren, hearing a description of the Elder’s appearance, told them that 
they had encountered Saint Moses himself. 

After many years of monastic exploits, Saint Moses was ordained deacon. The bishop clothed 
him in white vestments and said, “Now Abba Moses is entirely white!” The saint replied, “Only 
outwardly, for God knows that I am still dark within.” 

Through humility, the saint believed himself unworthy of the office of deacon. Once, the bishop 
decided to test him and he bade the clergy to drive him out of the altar, reviling him as an        
unworthy Ethiopian. In all humility, the monk accepted the abuse. Having put him to the test, the 
bishop then ordained Saint Moses to the priesthood. Saint Moses labored for fifteen years in this 
rank, and gathered 75 disciples around himself. 

When the saint reached the age of 75, he warned his monks that soon brigands would descend 
upon the skete and murder all those who remained there. The saint blessed his monks to leave, in 
order to avoid violent death. His disciples begged the saint to leave with them, but he replied: 
“For many years now, I have awaited the time when the words spoken by my Master, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, should be fulfilled: ‘All who take up the sword, shall perish by the sword’” (Matt. 
26: 52). After this, seven of the brethren remained with Saint Moses, and one of them hid nearby 
during the attack of the robbers. The robbers killed Saint Moses and the six monks who remained 
with him. Their death occurred about the year 400. 

 



Cost is $225, which includes all lodging, food, and activities; and our     
session priest is Fr. Nicholas Belcher!  More information, including a link to 

registration and a camper handbook including a tentative weekend    
schedule, frequently asked questions, and Adult Camp expectations, can 

all be found on the website: https://avcamp.org/other-programs/adult-camp/.  





 The Great Martyr George 
 
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though 
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and 
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      
translation of his relics on November 3.  
 
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 
is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 
and his execution. 
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 
. 


